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Sutton on Trent

During June's Breakfast Church we played a game of Hymnonymes: the first line of well known hymns were
replaced by synonyms (words with the same meanings) and we had to work out what the hymns were. E.g.
‘everything shiny and good-looking’ = ‘All things bright and beautiful’. Can you work out the following?

1. Eternal boulder, split for oneself 7. Listen, the celestial messengers croon
2. Gee-up, gee-up, in stateliness 8. One can find a verdant mountain at a

3. Stay here together, dusk approaches quickly considerable distance

4. Descend, O holy adoration 9. Ifonly | had ten hundred languages so
5. Approach, grateful human beings, draw near that | could chant

6. Sanctified confidence, Mary’s son belongs to me 10. One is going to leave happily

Answers overleaf!
A prayer request: we are asking the Parish Council for help with
the upkeep of the Methodist Community Centre. It is a valuable T
asset to the community with more than 70 hours a week of 3
volunteer help. Please keep volunteers, church members and
Parish Council members in your prayers.

he Lighthouse
24/7 Praye ‘

Southwell

The Lighthouse was a 10-day, 24-hour non-stop prayer initiative
hosted by Churches Together in Southwell and using the Upper
Room at our church. Running 14-23 May, the event involved
members from all seven local churches taking turns to maintain
continuous prayer for the community, local businesses, and
climate change and poverty global issues. The period represents
the time between Ascension Day and Pentecost Sunday. The
Upper Room held the main foci for reflection and prayer covering
the community, local churches, world events and personal matters.
There was plenty to read, to look at, to consider and to pray about!
The Welcome Area also hosted an all-involving reflection area
designed for those unable to access the Upper Room.
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North Muskham ask for our ongoing prayers for the Café Hub Project, which was featured in the last

issue. May the Lord continue to guide the process.

Charles Street

With our church motto for 2026 (Jeremiah 33:3) in
mind, we held a Day of Prayer in May when we asked
God to show us the way ahead for our church and
the circuit. Many people expressed how close they
felt to God while they spent time in the prayer room.
One of the overwhelming messages from the day
was that God wants us to spend time with Him and
to deepen our faith.

Tickets are on sale for Philippa
Hanna’s ‘Til the Whole World Knows e
Tour 2026 on Friday 2" October at . ‘\
7.30 at Newark Palace Theatre. ' "
Philippa blends candid storytelling
with uplifting songs, so the evening
will be suitable to bring non-
churchgoing friends to. It would be
wonderful if the theatre was filled!

\_140 Years

Alongside this, we have been exploring what worship
means, both for individuals and as a body in a church
service. We had opportunity to discuss this together
and express different ideas. The Leadership Team are
considering how to develop these ideas and make
worship even more meaningful for more people.

Philippa Hanna

'"Til The Whole World Knows Tour 2026
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Plus Support Band
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Tickets from Box Office: £20 adults, £12 concessions www.palacenewark.com www.philippahanna.com

Balderton News

In April, we held our first “Listening and Sharing Day”
— an opportunity for church members and friends to
share their thoughts about the church. About 30
people attended and one of the encouraging things
to emerge was how much people felt welcome and
cared for in the life of the church. As we went on to
consider how our different activities aligned with the
different practices of the Methodist Way of Life, it
emerged that sharing our faith with others is
something we find challenging. This was a theme we

took up in a further “Listening and Sharing Day” on
18th July, during which there was a lot of thoughtful
discussion and several suggestions were put forward,
both for enhancing our welcome and for “taster” or
“starter” events to which we would be happy to
invite non-churchgoers. Both days proved to be
positive and fruitful, and we look forward to acting
on some of the ideas that were generated in the
coming months. Prayers for this would be
appreciated.

An invitation to

Baby

basics
Newark
& Ashfield

and all places in between

Serving the Kings Mill Hospital area

Baby Basics 2nd birthday celebration
Southwell Methodist Church

Saturday 10th October 3.00 - 5.00 pm

All are welcome---there will be cake!!!!

| would appreciate an idea of numbers planning to join us,
so that there is sufficient cake!!!

Jennifer Winnington bbnewark24@gmail.com

Aol yum 1no ob ||oys noj 0T Buis 01 sanbuol pupbsnoyl b 10f O 6 ‘Abmp Jpf |1y Ua34b b s 243y ‘8 ‘Buis
S|aBUD pjpiay ayl H4bH */ Uil SI SNSIf ‘9oUDINSSD Passalg ‘9 ‘awlod ajdoad [nfyupyl noA ‘awo) *G BUIAIp 3A0] O UMOP W0
‘b Lapruana ayy sjiof 1sof ‘aw yum apiqy € A1safow ur uo apld ‘uo apry ‘-z ‘aw 4of Yo ‘saby Jo 3204 T :swAuowAy o3 siamsuy



http://www.palacenewark.com/
http://www.philippahanna.com/
mailto:bbnewark24@gmail.com

Time to Act / Just Peace Coalition

Many of us feel distressed and powerless about the
devastating violence, loss and injustice going on across
Palestine and Israel. Palestinian Christians have called
on the global Church to respond not with silence or
despair, but with courage, compassion, and action.
Before it is too late.

The Just Peace Coalition brings together churches and
Christian organisations across the UK to respond to that

A Just Peace for all who

call the HOIY Land home call. They invite individuals, churches, and communities
to commit to working and praying for a just peace for
all who call the Holy Land home.

It is an opportunity to commit to listening, learning, living differently and taking action for justice,
accountability, and peace. There are excellent resources available to help with this, including several suitable
for use in housegroups. It is also possible to sign up to the Time to Act campaign, with a helpful template for
writing to our MP. You can find out more at https://justpeacecoalition.com/

Open the Book

The circuit Open the Book team were presented with
this "Thank you" by the children from Class 4 at Long
Bennington School. They were doing a project on the
local community and wanted to thank community
groups for what they contribute. Top of the list made by ]
the children was the Methodist Open the Book team for ¥
presenting Bible stories to the children during assembly!

Open the Book continues to be a valued opportunity to i S
bring Bible stories to life for children in an engaging and ‘ Thank-you for

meaningful way, and the team were very encouraged by helping make our!
the children’s thoughtful appreciation. If you would like communi'ry a

to find out more or possibly join the team, please speak

special place.
to one of Local Lay Pastors, Duncan, Tracey or Ros. P P

duncansmith.nllp@gmail.com / 07491 472477 _ =

traceywest.llp@gmail.com / 07863 352880 | I8 7T i

rosalindsmith.nllp@gmail.com / 07491 408615 < W/ %
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Through the eyes of a stranger

The Methodist Church asks that every circuit appoint
an officer or advocate for ‘EDI’, Equality, Diversity and
Inclusion, which | have tentatively stepped into, with
a view to fulfilling the aims of the Church’s EDI
Toolkit:

“It is the Church’s intention to value every human
being as part of God’s creation and the whole people
of God. At the heart of the Methodist community is
a deep sense of the place of welcome, hospitality
and openness which demonstrates the nature of
God’s grace and love for all.”

| grew up attending Methodist Churches and have
continued to visit many around the country, taking
for granted the familiarity of hymn books, service
structure, liturgy - the list goes on. However, during
a recent visit to a church | had never been to before,
| was struck by the number of differences to what |
am used to at services | normally attend. The
unspoken expectations of when to sit and when to
stand, which book to use, what words to say when
everyone else is speaking out loud in unison, who to
go to with a request or problem, when and how to
contribute to the offertory, for example.

| began to wonder what it might feel like for someone
completely new to church and unfamiliar with the
expectations so familiar to everyone else, perhaps

even struggling with new such as

‘intercessions’.

language

As Methodists there are many universal practices
within each congregation, but also unique ways of
working within each church, all of which become
second nature to regular attendees, but what if we
began to look at those practices through the eyes of
a stranger? Would they feel excluded or out of their
depth, regardless of the warmth of welcome?

How can we make sure that anyone and everyone
who walks through the doors of our churches feels
welcomed and included in all aspects of the worship
or activity they access? Perhaps a few welcome
cards with a brief overview of what to expect in a
typical service. Making sure that stewards and
others in relevant positions of responsibility are
identifiable - perhaps with badges. A small glossary
of words and acronyms commonly used within
worship but probably unfamiliar to someone new.

It would be great to hear from congregations around
the circuit about how you take extra steps to ensure
new people feel welcome and comfortable in a
potentially unfamiliar setting, or if you feel there is
more you can do and want to explore new initiatives.

Every Blessing, Hannah Falla
(nandscircuitedi@yahoo.com)

‘Dear friend, when you extend hospitality

to Christian brothers and sisters, even

when they are strangers, you make the

faith visible’.

3 John vs
The.-Message Bible
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